
Parking Lots are Riskier than You Think 

More than 50,000 crashes occur in parking lots and 

garage structures annually, resulting in 500 or more 

deaths and more than 60,000 injuries. And, around the 

holidays, parking lots become even more dangerous. 

Auto insurers report the number of claims spike on Black 

Friday and run above normal throughout the holiday 

shopping season. The number of incidents is probably 

higher than insurance claims indicate, as many fender-

benders go unreported. 

So Many Distractions 

Thousands of pedestrians end up with broken bones, 

tissue damage or even worse because of cell phone use 

or other distractions in parking lots. 

In a National Safety Council (NSC) public opinion poll, 

66% of drivers nationwide said they would make phone 

calls while driving through parking lots. Respondents also 

said they would: 

• Program systems (63%) 

• Text (56%) 

• Use social media (52%) 

• Send or receive emails (50%) 

• Take photos or watch videos (49%) 

NSC found teens (59%) were more likely to engage in 

personal grooming than adults (53%) while driving in 

parking lots, but less likely to be on the phone (60% vs. 

66%). 

During the hectic holiday season, drivers and pedestrians 

alike are distracted with the season’s festivities, while 

completing their tasks in a rush. 

The National Safety Council is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) organization. 
© Copyright 2018 National Safety Council - All Rights Reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

  

   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


